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Parent-Teacher Conference

PTcorferencesare one on one interaction with parents. The meetingshelp sharingof
thoughtsand eperiences baveenthe teacher andhe paent. The eacher gtsa chancéhere to
provide a glimpseof the child'swork to the parents, with the individual folder of the learner
maintained at the school. It also allows the parents to experienceour little environment and
appreciaethisglimpseinto their child'sclassoomlife. Theteachershowsthe cutting samplesself-
portraits,cumulative record andother work sampleslt isniceto showhow this skillimprovesover

<

the schoolyear.

Open Houses

Open HouseMeets are the interactions between parents and teaches to discussthe
performanceandprogressof the childrenandto explainthe significancef the activitiesundertaken
by us. It will alsohelp the parent to be on better footing regarding the learningprocessef your
children. Simulaneouslythe sessionsre alsoplatformsfor better networking amangthe parents
andthesecanthrow up richcommerts andsuggetionsfor the growth of the childrenaswell asthe

ingitution.
( Parents Club

BenchMarkencourlgesparents to get involved through the Parent's Club,whichis an
active goup ofvolunteers whocometogetherto benefitour schoofamily. Studeits bendit from
the family atmosphee built when our parentswork closelywith our professionalkeducdors. The
mission of BenchMarkParents' Clubis to enhancethe educaion of our students through a
partnershipof students,parentsandeducdaors;andto involve parentsandstudentsin programmes
andactivitiesthat resultin cortinuousimprovemert of the studentexperienceatthe school.

( Grandparents Council

Seting upa noel andvisionary benchmark, &have alsosetup agrandpaents'council.
Given the core relaionship the children enjoy with their grandpaents, the role the senior
geneartion canplay in groomingthe childrenisindeedinvaluable. Moreower, there isanincreasing
needto nursevaluesof honoringthe elders.
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BenchMarkKnowledge Cente is a cluger of educdional
inditutions catering to the multiple ingructional needsof the state.
Ourvisionisfor ahighachievingmulti-inditution educdional complex
in which all youngpeopleachiee their potential throughhigh quality
personalisedearningthatisdesignedo meettheirindividualneeds.

BenchMark International School,a major componen of
BenchMarknowledge Cente, isa stimulating andinnovative learning
environmentin whicheachchild'sability isrecogniseddevelopedand
rewarded. With us,eachstudent gets the opportunity andfreedomfor
the fulles possibledevelopmentasa whole person prepared for life.
We are situated on a sprawling campusat South Annam, Tirur in
Malappuiam. BenchMarkInternational Schoolfollows CBSEtream.
Ourfuture plansincludean|lGCSEampus.

The schoolis run by BenchMarkEducdional Trust (BET)a
body of perceptive individuals with solid mooring in educdional
experiencesand a vision for an achievingcommunity of the future
geneations. It is the creative synthesisof diverse strains of thought
among a team of educdionally motivated professionals- teaches,
teacher trainers, educdional adminigrators, soft skill trainers, IT
consulants, ex-military personnel and Finishing school providers.
Buildingonthisexperiencewe have producedspecifiqgorocessnanuals
setting out a practicalapproachto eachkeyareaof schoollife. Thesum
total of over two hundred and fifty years of collectve professional
experience, at various levels of educdion-oriented domains, has
fermerntedthe concep




BenchMarkSchoolingpromotes exploratory, experiertial learningin a structured
and stimulating environment. For us the developmentof fundamenal skillsgoeshandin
handwith the freedomto explore and create. \We combinea strong emphasison learning
with anoutstandingrangeof opportunitiesbeyondthe classoom. Thesimultaneousthrust
on academicexcellence life experiencesand socialresponsibility creates a rich learning
environment. We are sure that this will provide the beg possiblefoundationfor life long
educdion andachieemert. In additionto the formalteachingsessionsn aday, it includes
the 'hidden'curriculum therelationshipsandvaluesevidert in the ethosof the school.

Morethanewverour childrenneedto beresiliert andflexible.Hencecommuni@tion
skills,a willingnessto engagein the exchangeof ideas,an awarenessand apprecigion of
cultures,visionandopenmindednessgritical thinkingskillsandadapbility are embedded
inourteachingapproach.

Ourcurriculum,basedon the CBSEtream,offers challengebreadth,balanceand
coheencethroughawide rangeof subjectslt zeroesin on helpingchildren dewelopthe key
skills of communi@tion, applicdion of numbers, information technology working with
others, problemsolvingandimprovingone'sown performance We alsogive majorthrust to
dewelopingthe followingessentalthinkingskillssothat the childrendeelopasindependent
learneisandthoughtfulindividuals:

Information Processing
to locae and collectriformation, sort, classifysequence, compar
cortrag and analyse part/wholeelationships

Reasoning
to give reasonsdr opinions, actions, @wing irferences, making deductions,
using pecise languagto explain, mak judgments and iiormed decisions

Enquiry
to ask quesons, pose and define pblems, plan whatd do, how © reseach,
predict outtomes, aticipate consequencesett conclusions and impre ideas

Assessment

Assessment takes a variety of forms in the school
with Performance reported thrice a year through the use of
Parent Teacher Congrences, Open House Meets and
occasionaHome Visitgor allparents. Three timesan year
the school issues Report Cards in written form.
PerfarmanceReportsareissiienatthe endof eachtermand
formal parent/teacher meetings take place twice a year.
Class-wise PTA Meets too are organised periodically.

Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE

Continuous and comprehensive Evaluation is a
path breaking initiative brought. in by CBSE fo render the
processof Evaluation in schoolsmore comprehensie and
realigic. BenchMarkhasput consisent efforts to avail the
benrefits of this measure. Reguar interactions are
organizdwith parentsonthe onesideto educde themon
the whys and hows of the CCEproceduies while the
teachers are equipped with skill to evaluate the learners in
the various CCE categories.

Special Educational Needs

BIS offers additional support to both the high
achievers and slow performers. Remedial support in the
core areas takes place during the school day. We are
sensitie towards those with specificlearningdifficulties.
We are ableto teg and diagnosestudents who appearto
have difficultiesand provide supportfor them. We have a
SpeciaEducaional NeedsProgramme(SENgaswell. Many
of our students are working in Englishas an additional
languageandthe schooloffers specialupportasrequired.
More able students are challengel through acceleated
learningprogrammes.



Goodteachingis the core of good schoolingWe ensuee a judiciousblend of
aptitude,attitude, communi@tionskillsandlearningabilityin ourteaches.Continuous
Professional Deelopment (CPD)is taken seriously and we have put in place a
mechanismfor periodic evaluation and structured training which involves a whole
menuof subjectsraryingbetweenpeopleskillsandMultiple Intelligence.

Teacher Recruitment

Our meticulousTeacherSelectionproceduke is necessiated by
the drive for quality. Sincelike all professions,teachingtoo hasto be
continuously rediscavered, we look for teaches who are learners. The
drive, enthusiasmgconnecednessprofessionalismscholaship,attitude
- alltheseare carefullyweighedbefore weletthemin.

Teacher Orientation Programme

Theteacheswhoare selecedafteraseriesoffilterswalkintoan
Oriertation Pogramme which is exhaugive. Thetrainingmenu of the
Oriertation Pogrammeis prepared takinginto consideation the nature
ofthe curriculumthe teacheshave to transactthe demandof the world
intowhichthe studentswalkout, the ememingconcesin educdion.

Staff Development Cell

We have a Saff DevelopmentCell(SDC)vhichinteractswith the
teachesandfeedsinputto the authoritiesregardingthe evolvingtraining
requiremerts. We place huge thrust on upskilling the staff on the
technologicalside in these sessions.Parent-Teacher inputs, teacher
obsenation feedbackand CBSEngructions will also determine the
trainingmenu.

Teacher Blogs

Sincewe promote technologyintegration at all levels, all stake
holders take extra effort to synchoniz with the technologicapassion.
Theteacherblogsare meantto expresstheir thoughtsandideaswhether
it be imagindive or practical. More often these entries reflect their
teachingexperiencesand help them learn from eachother. Apart from
these,the Blogalsohelp outsourcethoughtsand concefts from eminert
educdorsfrominsideandoutsidethe courtry.

Staff Club

An active Siaff Club at the school has a significar role in
maintaining the work-life balanceof the teaches. The Club provides
meaningful platform for the teaches to shae their extracurricular
intereds. Periodicmeetingsof the Clubmale themtake usefulbreakfrom
theacademi@rocedues.Theclubpromotesstaff recreationactivitieslike
farmingandcommunityoutreach.

Staff Trips

Thestaff trips are meantto lendthem breaksfrom the academic
grind and to reinforce their professionalattitudes with interaction with
outer perspecties,scholarlylecturesandingitutions whichcanraisethe
qualityoftheir professionatlreams.
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Plansare now underway in realizinga purpose-builtcampusequippedfor 21
century learningOurupcoming campukasall modernfacilitieswith up to date resources
and equipments.Aswell as colourful and well equippedclassooms,the schoolwill have
spaciouskarly Years unit, state of the art kitchen, sepaate dining area and numerous
capaciousoomsfor groupor specialiswork.

Library

From reference book  teaching guideslassicsd popularfiction, @mics b folk
tales,learningworksheets examhelpbooks weelies,magazinesdailiesjournalsandkids’
books:ourlibraryresourcesare updatedandkeptrelevantagewiseandsubjectwise.Wealso
ensukethatthe parentscanloanbooksandbackissueofthe magazinedromthelibrary.

Classrooms

Clean,well lit, airy and spaciousrooms are ideal learning spacefor the young
children. The environment is stimulating and enemizing. BenchMark classooms are
invigoratingfor the learneisin lay out, colour, designfurniture andmaterials.Ourclassooms
are hugewhencompaedto the spaceofferedbyastandaid school WhatinspiresBenchMark
classoomsisthe needto give studentslots of space Whetherthe teacherisgoingfor ashort
spellof chalkandtalk or runninga group activity or pairwork, there hasto be enoughroom.
Theoccasionatole palyor skitcanhappenconveniertly inthe classooms.

Food

Studentsare provided fresh, hygienic, nutritious food prepared at our premises,
complee with vegeables,or fruit. Thisis part of our effort to do away with the growing fag
food culture whichisdetrimental to the children'sgrowth. We alsoensuie that everyonehas
accesdo freshdrinkingwater. Themonthly menuis detailed on our web pageand on the
schoolnoticeboard. Pomotinga healthy lifesyle isone of our schoolaimsandwe applythis
offeringavarietyof saladsyegeablesfruit andyogurt,andencoumgingthe childrento make
the healthy choice We emphasiseéhe importanceof healthy eatinghabitsandwe kindlyask
parentsnot to provide sweets, chocoldes, chips,popcornor highly sugared or céafeinated
drinks.BlSsdedicaedto the promotionof healthy lifestylesandfoodchoices.

Labs

Ourcomputer facilitiesare top classWe have acomputer labwith Wi-
Ficonnectivityand sysemswhich are updated to guaantee sufficent screen
time for all the learneis. Moreower, the schoolhasewlved its own text books
and study resourcesfor the students. Thisensues that we maintain timely
updationsof asubjectlike Technologywhichchangesoquick.

ICT Integration

Our Information and Communicéon Technology(ICT)facilities are
excellert: an ICT suite, interactive whiteboard and high speed Broadband
connectionfor Internet accessWe also have full-time technicalbackup, to
support the children's work and ensue the smooth running of the school
network. TheWi Ficonnectivitywe providethe teacheshelpsthem seamlessly
integrate their teachingwith technology The learning experiencesin the
classoomsare mademoreinvigoratingandattentionretaining asaresult.

Transportation

Our flee of vehiclesconnectsthe campus b the neighboring bwns.
Transporationisprovidedto studentsonallmajorrouteslinkingthe schoolgo
the suburbsin sak andsecue mannerto ensue the sakety of the studentsand
the confort level of theparents, we assurehe connectivity of the bug the
schoolmonitoring sysem. Thepresenceof schoolstaff too isensuedin each
oneofthe busesveoperate.

Smart Diary

Theschoolensues24/7 reachfor the parentswith the SmartDiary
initiative. All the parentsare linked to the schoolvia mobile network sothat
quick information sharing can happen. All vital information regarding
Attendance,Open Housemeets, Transporation Alerts, specialingructions
couldbemadeavailableto the parentsthroughthe sysem.
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Physical Development

Mind Games

We aim, through physi@l educdion, to help children dewelop
physical competence, an appreciation of skilled and creative
performancesjmproved interpersonalskillsand enhancedselfeseem.
Thee are three areas of activity which the children experienceon a
weekly basisThese ag exercises, dancand games. Inthe Summerthe
children are introducedto athletic activitiesand they will be given the
chanceto follow somecarefully seleced outdoor pursuits. Thechildren
have the opportunity to enjoy a number of sports includingfootball,
badminon, table tennis, and cricket. Childen also get involved in
numemustournamerts, sportfedivals,andHousematches
A structured dewelopment of co-odination, strengh, stamina and
skilfulnesssfollowedin Physial Educaion. Thisislinkedwith promoting
and understanding the need for healthy bodies. Theseactivities also
deelopattitudesof co-opeationaspartof ateam.

Games

AremarlableUSPof usisthe time andresourcceswe have setapart
for deweloping the mental agility and thinking skills of our students. For
grades1 to 5, we have openedan exclusive mind skill development part
calledMind GamesSohave we implemerted life skilltrainingfrom grade6.
Thegoalof this sectionis to impart game oriented classroom experiences
which caalyz thinking and problem solving skills through fun-filled
activities.Speciapurpose ,cusom madedevisesare usedin this classoom,
in additionto devicedike Rubiks Cube A coordinator is put in full charge of
these programmes.The Mind Gym opensdoors for studentsto involwe in
gamifiedlearningwith nostrainsof the corventionalcurriculum.

Chess for all

An off shoot of the Mind Games is the ChessAll scheme. In all
the gradesfrom 1 to 5, we have introducedchessandingtructors helpthem
mager the mowes. The role played by chessin improving the thinking,
problemsolvinganddecisiormakingskillsiswell attesedbythe educdional
reseaches.Kidslove beingin the middle of agameandits compéditiveness.
The gains of the effort will be naturally reflected in the academic
performancelevelsofthesestudents.

Astudentspendsmajorpart of wakingtime atthe schoolHence
the school has a bigle in shaping not jushe knowled@ lewel, but the
health quotient too. Our care and concernin providingquality food and
exposue to gamessupplementeachother. Thegameson offer underthe
guidanceof the PETingructors at the schoolinclude both indoor and
outdoor ones:Chess, 8ble Ennis, Foot Ball, Criek Caoms, \blley Ball
aresomeofthem

Abacus

Abacusis a simple device for calculding but one which has
tremendous potetial to imbibemathemaical skills amonghe veryyoung
andyounglearness. We have introducedfree Abacuscoachingn all classes
of the lower gradeswith speciallytrainedfaculty Thekid are providedthe
courting deviceand for them learningwith the deviceis akinto playing.
When students roll their fingerto mowve the beadson abacus cumulative
combindion of brain and finger movemerts creates pictorial memory in
their mind. While using abacus, students use of both of their hands
simultaneouslyandthis movemert usesboth partsof braini.e. the left and
the right brain together that nurtures their minds, making them more
accuate andquick.TheAbacudoo isaway of putting fun backinto learning
andgoeswellwith our ‘celebiatelearning approach

celebrate learning



Clubs

Clubsare the corridoorswhichbridgethe curricularandextracurricular
in schools.In the schoolclubswhich are built on themes,the studentsacross
gradesgatherandprovideacamaaderiewhichcutsacrossagegroups.Theygel
basedonissuesandinteress. Moreo\er, theseclubsserveampleopportunities
for the studentsto demondrate their responsibilityand initiatives. We have a
number of clubswhich help bring the studentstogether to invol\ve in interes
powered and community oriented programmes. Maths Club, Nature Club,
ScienceClub,Movie Cluband Literary Clubare the major onesamongthem.
Theseclubsorganiz specialevents apart from the annualschedulethey have
prepared.

CCA

We beliewe in dewelopingthe full personalityof the children through
sport, arts and creative work. BenchMark'scommitmert to excellencein and
out of the classbomisreflectedin the rangeof sportingactivitieswe promote.
Childen have opportunitiesto involve in variety of gamesand sportsand to
experiencearangeof outdoor andadventurousactivities.Childen canlearnto
playaninsrumentor goto oneofthe marny clubsrunafterschool.

Holidic educaion demandglewelopmentof allaspects ofndividuals
personalityacrossvariousdomains.Focusingon excellencein academicslone
undoubtedlyresultsin lop-sideddevelopmentof personality It isthusessental
that due importance be given to participaion in co-curricularactivities like
music/dance art, dramaticsand other areasof anindividualsintereds. Thisis
likelyto make life more fulfilling andenjoying We provideseriousattentionand
emphasigo the developmentofinteress, hobbiesandpassion®flearnes.

Martial arts , Violin, Guitar, Key board, ClassicaDance, Art & Ciaft,
Roller skating, Vocal Music, Drawing & Painting are part of the CCAbuffet at
BenchMark Enoughflexibility is allowed for studentsin makingtheir choices,
thoughweensuethat eachstudentpursueshis/ hergenuinentered.

Student life

Learningat BenchMarkis a 360 degree effort. Ratherthan
groom the youngfor a life of misbalancedacademics,we attempt to
exposethem to the complexities and challengs which lie ahead of
them. While genuine appreciaion of their innate capabilities is
provided, we encourge them also to think different and think for
others.Thisrendeisthe studentlife atthe schoolacompleelydifferent
experience.

Thecommunityoutreacheventsandthe extensionactivitiesof
the Schoohave seta challengingoenchmarkfor the ingtitutions of the
neighbourhoodto follow. Our field trips, visits to inditution of
community allegianceto consciencebuilding efforts conditute a
differentexperiencealtogether.

The secularoutlook we attempt to foger is a key tool in
mouldingthe youngfor the true challengsof communityliving.

Summer camps

Summer coulde seenasa period of deservingoreakfor the
students. Thesummerholidays caneither be usedto supplementthe
learning which happensduring the res of the year or it could be
creatively used to engage the mind and the body to courter the
'summerslump'.At BenchMarkSummelrCampsaddressboth of these.
Summer Campsare the exquisite events organisedto expose the
students to various skillsand talentswhich are often pushedto the
marginsbecauseof the curricularcompulsionsHere a wide rangeof
activitiesare promoted with lots of gaiety and enjoymer. Swimmng,
cookingrekkingandmindgamesare but someofthese.




